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nature, therefore, in her various operations must be always
more or less connected with the love of the beautiful and
sublime," In great cities where there are few natural
beauties, chemical and physical phenomena are a source of
enjoyment to the student, which is unconnected with the
labour or misery of others. The business or working man
may find in science a relaxation free from the immediate
motives of gain or existence. The fashionable may revert
to science when they are temporarily bored by the common
habits and passions of the world. Even writers, politicians
and moralists will find that an acquaintance with the science
that represents the operations of nature cannot be wholly
useless. "It'must,strengthen their habits of minute dis-
crimination; and by ofeliging them to use a language repre-
senting simple facts, /may tend to destroy the influence of
terms connected only with feeling/'
Such are "the >mainr'points of Davy's chemical manifesto.
Its animation'iS'a "direct expression of his personality. J. G.
Lockhart said that Davy's eyes were the finest and brightest
he had ever seen. In 1811, nine years after the period of
the Introductory Discourse^ G, Ticknor wrote: "He is now
about thirty-three, but with all the freshness and bloom of
five-and-twenty, and one of the handsomest men I have
seen in England. He has a great deal of vivacity, talks
rapidly, though with great precision, and is so much
interested in conversation that his excitement amounts to
nervous impatience and keeps him in constant motion."
His brother John writes that in stature he was rather
small, about five feet seven inches high. His hands, feet
and bones were small, but his muscles were large, especially
in the feet and legs. He was a good walker, and in the
habit of saying his legs were abler than his arms and
shoulders. His respiration was unusually rapid, about
twenty-six to the minute, though in later life it became
slower than usual. This interesting fact and other relevant
characteristics will be discussed later in this chapter. His
neck was long and slender, his head was small, smooth and
rounded. His face was small, but not apparently, owing
to an ample forehead that rose very beautifully in a gentle